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But the thing was too absurd "The beetle's gone
inad," he thought "I'll be released at once. And if
not, Merman must enter into a bond foi me " Mesman
was a Dutch merchant with whom Jasper had had
many dealings, a considerable person in Makassar
"You protestp H'mf" Heemskiik muttered, and
for a little longer remained motionless, Ins legs planted
well apart, and his head lowered as though he were
studying his own comical deeply split shadow^ Then
he made a sign to the rotund gunner, who had kept at
hand, motionless, like a vilely stuffed specimen of a
fat man, with a lifeless face and glittering little eyes
The fellow approached, and stood at attention
"You will board the brig with a boat's crew!"
"Ya, mynherr1"
"You will have one of your men to steer her all the
time," went on Heemskirk, giving his orders in English,
apparently for Jasper's edification. "You hear?"
"Ya, mynherr"
" You will remain on deck and in charge all the time "
"Ya, mynherr "
Jasper felt as if, together with the command of the
brig, Ms very heart were being taken out of his breast.
Heemskirk asked, with a change of tone.
''What weapons have you on board?"
At one time all the ships trading in the China Seas
had a licence to carry a certain quantity of firearms for
purposes of defence Jasper answered;
"Eighteen rifles with their bayonets, which were on
board when I bought her, four years ago. They have
been declared."
"Where are they kept?"
"Fore-cabin    Mate has the key/5
"You will take possession of them," said Heemskirk
to the gunner.